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The OPIOID Crisis

What Every Christian
Needs to Know

A special Areopagus Forum with

Missy Owen
Co-founder and CEO of The Davis

Direction Foundation and The Zone
(featured in the A&E series, “Intervention”)

—  Thursday, March 15  —
7:00 PM

Johnson Ferry Baptist Church
The Chapel

The opioid epidemic is ravaging our
society, destroying lives and wreaking

havoc on families – everything from
legalized prescription drugs to heroin

and fentanyl.  This is a national
disaster, and Christians need to know

what is happening and why. 
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 The Culture War
Against the Family

How Political Correctness
and a Radical Secular

Agenda Are Destroying
Our Culture 

Dr. William Gairdner
Author of “The War Against the Family”

and “The Great Divide: Why Liberals and

Conservatives Will Never, Ever Agree”

—  Thursday, April 19   —th

7:30 PM
Perimeter Church

Fellowship Hall

Areopagus Forums

IMAGINE...
Four Secular Dogmas, and the

Challenges We Face
by Thomas Lambrecht

A recent article in the journal First Things by Mary Eberstadt entitled “The

Zealous Faith of Secularism” make the case that the challenge we face in the

United States is one of competing faiths or competing ideologies. Christianity

faces off against a secularism that has its own dogmas. Some of those dogmas are

so entrenced in our culture that we don’t even recognize them as beliefs in

competition with a Christian worldview.

One of these secular dogmas is that

the purpose of life is personal happiness.

This stems, of course, from the uniquely

American DNA reflected in our

Declaration of Independence that holds

that we are

endowed by our

Creator with

c e r t a i n

“un a l i e n a b l e

Rights ,  that

among these are

Life, Liberty,

and the pursuit

of Happiness”....

T h i s  h a s

evolved into the

idea that the

p u r s u i t  o f

happiness is the purpose of life. It has led

to a focus on materialism, greed, sex, and

power in a misguided quest for happiness.

Instead, we believe as Christians that

the purpose of life is to know God and to

glorify him with our lives. That may or

may not makes us happy in the moment,

but it will lead to our ultimate happiness

and the deepest joy.... As C. S. Lewis

writes in Mere Christianity, “God cannot

give us a happiness and peace apart from

Himself, because it is not there. There is no

such thing.”

Another secular dogma is that sex is

for pleasure, and I am entitled to have

as much of it as I want, with whomever

I want, whenever I want. The ideas that

we ought to reserve sex for the committed

relationship of

marriage is often

thought to be

quaint and old-

fashioned, if not

d o w n r i g h t

detrimental to

happiness (see

dogma #1). Paul

f a c e d  t h i s

a t t i t u d e  i n

Corinth, which

prompted him to

write: “The body

isn’t for sexual immorality but for the

Lord.... Don’t you know that your bodies

are parts of Christ? (I Cor. 6:13ff). Sex is

sacred, and we find our greatest joy in

reserving the sexual relationship to be

shared only with our spouse – but that is

not the message that we hear from the

world each and every day.

A third dogma is that a woman can

do what she wants with her own body,

and a fetus is only a part of a woman’s
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A tour of many of the most
significant sites in American

Christian history in New
England and the Northeast

—  SEPTEMBER 21-29  —
  

America has been blessed in terms of 
the spiritual and religious influences that
have impacted our national history from
colonial times to the present.  Our 8-day

“Christian Heritage Tour of America”
features many of the most important and
influential sites in New England, New York

City, Washington, D.C., and other cities
that have contributed to our

unique heritage.

For more information contact

Ilona Greylilng
durban1820@gmail.com

The Areopagus
Christian Heritage

Tour of America

In memory of an
evangelical icon

Billy Graham
(Nov. 7, 1918 - Feb. 21, 2018)

—  EVANGELIST  —

“Well done, good and
faithful servant!”

Billy Graham (1974): “I am often asked, ‘Is

America at the crossroads?’  No, America

is not at a crossroads. We have already

passed the crossroads.... We made a

decision a long time ago to abandon God

and go our own way.... We chose the road

to secularism, hedonism, materialism, and

moral permissiveness.”

IMAGINE...
(continued)  

body, not an independent life form. Of

course, this leads to the demand for

abortion to be available at any time, for

any reason, up until the last day of

pregnancy. This fits very well with dogma

#2, since abortion makes it possible for a

person to enjoy unlimited sex without the

inconvenience of a child. What a different

attitude is portrayed in Psalm 127:3:

“Children are a gift from the Lord; the

fruit of the womb is a divine reward.”

A fourth dogma is that marriage is

a relationship between any two people

(and sometimes not even limited to two)

who want to commit themselves to each

other. A corollary dogma is that sexual

orientation is inborn and unchangeable,

and that it is unjust to expect persons with

same-sex attraction not to find the

fulfillment of marriage that heterosexual

people do. Based on these beliefs, people

are prepared to change the definition of

marriage that has held true for all

civilizations for at least 5,000 years. It

doesn’t matter that the scientific evidence

is decidedly against sexual orientation

being an inborn characteristic. It doesn’t

matter that some people have indeed

changed their sexual orientation. It

doesn’t matter that Jesus defines marriage

as between one man and one woman

(Matt. 19:4-6; ref. Gen. 2:24, I Tim. 3:2).

That last point is what reveals these

dogmas as ideologies or quasi-religious

matters of faith. They are not based on

any kind of empirical evidence. They are

just “truths” [actually, assumptions] that

people are expected to agree with. And if

one disputes these dogmas, there is a

visceral, angry reaction to silence dissent

and compel (if possible) belief. 

I could go on listing secular dogmas,

but what the church faces today is a fully

developed ideology or religion that cuts

out God and substitutes articles of faith

that it believes will lead to human

happiness. Of course, we know (as Lewis

stated in the quote above) that there is no

lasting happiness apart from God. But we

sometimes allow these secular dogmas to

creep into our thinking and guide the

church’s beliefs and actions. That is the

source of [the current] theological conflict

in the United Methodist Church today. It

is a conflict between traditional,

orthodox, biblical Christianity and a

Christianity that is influenced by

secular humanistic ideology. 

There is a paramount need to self-

critically discern where our theology,

ethics, or actions are being influenced

by secular ideology. The best antidote to

this poison is to be thoroughly steeped in

a biblical worldview. We need to know

biblical theology to protect ourselves from

the secular counterfeit, and we need to

live out that biblical theology in order ot

have any hope of convincing the world it

is wrong. It comes back to the formation

of Christian disciples as the supreme task

of the church.

Thomas Lambrecht is a United Methodist minister and

vice president of Good News, an evangelical renewal

movement within the United Methodist Church.    


