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7. DiscerROmENDT

BiBricar Basis anb EXanmPpLES

* Discernment may include wisdem te understandthe times-—1 Chron. 12:32

= [t may include wisdom to understand dreams

Gen.41:25-39; Dan. 2:27-48

* It may include wisdom to make moral or judicial decisions—1 Kings 3:9-12

* Jesustold his followers ta be wise but pentle—Matt. 10:16

* James tells believers to ask God for wisdom—James 1:5

* Discernment may at times run counter to prevailing human wisdem—1 Clar. 1:18-25

» Itisuseful to distinguish truth from falsehood and grow mature in the faith—Eph. 4:14;

2 Peter 2:1-22

TrE Discirrines Topay

* Discernmentis primarily a spintual gift,
Fowever, all believers are'called to be wise
and discerning (Phil. 1:9-10).

While some peoplein the church have a
special giftfor discernment, everyonein the
church ought to be able to use discernment
for at least two purposes:

s Tounderstand God's calling and will

foriour individual and collective lives.

4+ To perceive and distinguishitruth
from falsehood.

[Discernment de\rekg[}s aiongsidé the prac.tice
of all the previous spiritual disciplines.

Ata time when religions and pseudo-
Christian cults are drawing away voung
people and uneducated Christians, carrectly
defining and recognizing beliefs is key.

Discernment: The Spirit-
inspired ability to separate
our imperfect will from
(God's perfect will in
recognizing, judging, and
choosing what 1s right,
good, and pure from what is
wrong, evil, and impure.

» Asaspiritual discipline, discernment
depends entirely on the workof the
Holy Spirit.
We develop ourability to discern through
prayer, Bible study and meditation, and
fasting. As'we become more sensitive to
Giod's voice and promptings, cur ability to
discern (iod's plans and desires for our lives
will increase.

[Miscernment benefits greatly from the joint
search forGod's will within Christ's bady:
We are limited and imperfect beings; we are
also skilled in self-deception. We may be
convinced that Godis leading in a speaific
direction. However, we could be deceiving
ourselves. Having the joint discernment of
Giod's people canikeep us from this errar.
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