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— CHAPTER 1 —

“In your heart set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give
an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reasons for the hope
that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.

— | Peter 3:15

A Preface

The Truth Factor.
* The ultimate issue: Truth.
» Doesthe Christian faith correspond to reality?
« Theology and apologetics:
» Theology: What the Bible clearly teaches.
» Apologetics Why we should believe what the Bible teaches.
* The bases of apologetics:
» Factual evidence (historical, archaeological, scientific, etc.).
» Logic and reason.
» Personal experience.
» The testimony of Scripture.
e Two purposes of apologetics:
(1) To edify believers.
(2) To engage non-believers.
» Two fields of apologetics:
(1) Classical apologetics.
(2) Cultural apologetics.
» Thevalue of apologetics:

“Would you like to broaden and deepen your understanding of the
Christian faith so as to more clearly and effectively explain and defend
what you believe? Very simply, that is the purpose and the value of

apologetics.”

“Apologetics can break down barriers by exposing erroneous
arguments and irrational prejudices against belief in Christ, and by
defending the historical and philosophical integrity of the Christian faith.”
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Introduction

The Scriptural Basisfor Apologetics.
+ Matt. 22:35-39.
* Acts17:2-4.

HOLY IO
BIBLE

Col. 2:8.

e |l Tim. 2:23-26.

e |l Cor. 10:3-5.

» Situational” apologetics:
» Col. 4:5-6.
» Prov. 26:4-5.

| Peter 3:15.

The Problem
Anti-intellectualism.

I must be frank with you: the greatest danger
confronting American evangelical Christianity is
the danger of anti-intellectualism.” — Charles Malik

“The scandal of the evangelical mind is that there
isn't much of an evangelical mind.” — Mark Noll

* Few Christians ever share their faith with others.

» Thereason: Most Christians are unprepared to deal with the arguments against Christianity.

e Scriptural admonitions:
» Prov. 19:2.
» Prov. 10:14
» Prov. 47
» |l Tim. 2:15.
» |l Cor. 13:5.
* The dumbing down of American education.
» E. D. Hirsch, Cultural Literacy: What Every American
Needs to Know (1986).
» Allan Bloom, The Closing of the American Mind (1987):
“There is one thing a profession can be absolutely certain

of: almost every student entering the university believes...

that truth isrelative.”
» J. Budziszewski’s faculty interview.
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Jefrey Breshears. “ Our Students' Minds Are a Cultural Disaster.”
Stephen Prothero, Religious Literacy: What Every American Needs to Know —
and Doesn’t. (2007).
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» TheBarna Group survey: Lessthan 10% of Americans, including the vast LITERACY
majority of professing Christians, hold a consistent biblical worldview. —
Four Causes. e

(1) Homellife.

(2) Secular (godless) education.
(3) Popular culture.

(4) Church-based “education”.

The Consequences
The Scope of Apologetics.

General revelation (natural religion).
Special revelation (revealed religion).
The perennial issues of life:
(2) Identity.
(2) Origins.
(3) Meaning.
(4) Destiny.
Philosophy: how to think.
Theology: what to think.
Apologetics: Why it is reasonable to believe in the authority of the Bible.
Five pillars of apologetics:
(1) Historical facts.
(2) Scientific evidence.
(3) Rational interpretation of facts and evidence.
(4) Personal/existential factors.
(5) Special revelation viathe Bible.

Christiansin a ‘Post-Christian’ Culture.

William Lane Craig: “Churches are filled with Christians who are idling in intellectual
neutral. As Christians, their minds are going to waste. One result of thisis an immature and
superficial faith. The church is perishing today through alack of thinking, not an excess of it.”
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Christians are losing the culture war because we have essentially forfeited the intellectual war.

» |deas have consequences: What is intellectually respectable becomes over time socially
acceptable and culturally normative.

John Gresham Machen’ s warning to the church in Christianity and Culture (1923).

Peter Kreeft: Theinfection that iskilling our society issecularism. Our crisisisacrisisof truth.

Dinesh D’ Souza on the Christian subculture.

Charles Madlik: “ The greatest danger confronting American evangelical Christianity....”

Mark Noll: “The scandal of the evangelical mind....”

J. P. Moreland: “Imagine a church filled with people who are intellectually shallow, self-

absorbed, and easily manipulated by the latest cultural fads....”

C. S. Lewis: Christianity is only important if....”

The Solution
Wholistic Discipleship.

Components of Wholistic Discipleship.

Our LCD culture.

Francis Schaeffer: The Lordship of Christ over the whole of life.

In our multi-cultural and pluralistic society today, evangelism without
apologetics is mostly an exercisein futility.

The goal of the Christian life: Romans 12:2. Francis Schaeffer

Bibliology.
» Developing athoughtful philosophy of the Bible.
» The origins, composition, divine inspiration, principles of
interpretation, canonization, and the preservation and transmission of the Bible.
» Why isit reasonable to believe that the Bible was divinely-inspired?
The Historical Quest for the Real Jesus.
» Arethe gospel accounts of Jesus life historically accurate?
The Inner Journey.
» Exploring the depths of Christian spirituality and wholistic discipleship.
Apologetics Foundations.
» The evidence for the existence of God.
» Thefactual and rational bases for the Christian faith.
» Are science and Christian faith compatible?
Alternative Universes. A Survey of Comparative Worldviews.
» Comparing and contrasting a biblical worldview with other philosophies and religions.
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Apol

The Theodicy Issue: Reconciling the Reality of God and Evil.
» If “Godisgreat” and “God isgood,” why is there so much evil and sufferingin life?
Frontline Apologetics.
» How to effectively explain and defend the truth of the Christian faith to spiritual seekers
and religious skeptics.
Cultural Apologetics.
» The application of Christian faith to contemporary moral, social, cultural and political
issues.
God and the Arts.
» A Christian assessment of the arts, music, movies, literature, social media, etc.
ogetiphobia.
The problem of fideism.
The argument against apologetics.
The case for apologetics.

Pope John Paul I1: “Faith and reason are like two wings on which the human spirit risesto the
contemplative of truth.”

[INTERMISSION.. ]
The Summa.

Do not settle for mediocrity.

We have but onelifeto live.

We have limited time, energy, and resources.
» Therefore, we must focus on priorities.

“Of all people, Christians should be the most thoughtful, the most
inquisitive, and the most creative as we strive to fulfill our calling to
love and honor God with all our heart, with all our soul, and with
our mind. And that is why Christians should study apologetics.”




