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Seminars & Forums in 2010

Current Seminar
Jan - April 
Jefrey Breshears – “A History of
Christianity in America, Part 1”
(Tuesdays at Perimeter Church;
Wednesdays at Mt. Bethel
Community Center)

Upcoming Forums
Mar 11 & 18
Mike Licona – “Reflections on the
Debate Wars.” 
Dr. Licona reflects on his debates with
anti-Christian skeptics such as Bart
Ehrman, Elaine Pagels, Shabir Ali, et al.

April 15 & 22
Richard Howe – “The Prosperity
Gospel and the Word of Faith
Movement: A Critical Assessment.”
A Biblically-based critique of the
theology and philosophy behind the
popular “Word of Faith” movement.   

May 13 & 20
Jim Motter – “C. S. Lewis: A Man of
Many Geniuses.”
A presentation on the life and legacy of
C. S. Lewis by Areopagus Associate
Director Jim Motter. 

Recent Forums
Jan 14 & 28
Bruce Phillips and Charles Thaxton –
“Darwin’s Dilemma.”
A presentation and discussion of the
Discovery Institute’s DVD critiquing
Darwinism by Areopagus Associate
Director Bruce Phillips and Dr. Charles
Thaxton, a “founding father” the
Intelligent Design movement. 

(Continued on the back page)

The Mission of the Areopagus
By Jefrey Breshears

In 2003 I founded the Areopagus as a Christian education
teaching ministry. For several years I taught seminars in various
Atlanta-area churches, and I envisioned the Areopagus as a ministry
that would supplement Christian education by providing seminary-
level courses in Biblical studies, Christian history, apologetics,
contemporary cultural issues, and spiritual formation.  Ultimately, 
I hoped to see the Areopagus develop into a Christian study center
that would function as a vortex for apologetics-based ministries in
the metro-Atlanta area.

   

I chose the name “the
Areopagus” for its significance
in the ministry of the apostle
Paul as he propagated the gospel
among learned Greeks in the
city of Athens (ref. Acts 17:19),
and because of its historical
connotation as an intersection of
Christ and culture. In 1st century
Athens the Areopagus
functioned as a philosophical
forum for the exchange of ideas,
and it was there that Paul
brought the gospel of Jesus
Christ to Europe. 

In 2004 the Areopagus was
incorporated as a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit Christian ministry,
and since then we have
sponsored nearly 200 seminars,
forums and other events on a
wide variety of topics relevant to
contemporary Christianity.
However, although we’ve
accomplished much over the
past six years, the vision for a
Christian study center facility
remains an unfulfilled goal. 

Like the apostle Paul in pre-
Christian Athens, we in post-
Christian America face a culture
that is skeptical – if not blatantly
hostile – toward the Christian
faith and values. The erosion of
Christian influence in our
society is apparent in virtually
every area of contemporary life
from law and politics to
business, education, the media,
public behavior, private
morality, and the arts and
entertainment.  
 There is a ferocious battle
raging for control of our culture,
and as conscientious Christians
we need to be informed and
engaged in this conflict. Many
Christians seem to be content
with the present state of things
so long as they think that their
family – and perhaps their
church – are functioning
satisfactorily. But this is an
illusion. Ours is a culture in  
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Recent Forums
Feb 11
Glenn Pearson – “Faith Filters: The
Biases, Hang-ups, and Erroneous
Assumptions That Keep People from
Accepting the Gospel – and How to
Deal With Them.”  
A presentation based on Glenn Pearson’s
book, That’s a Great Question: What to
Say When Your Faith Is
Challenged.

Feb 18  
Warren Cole Smith – “What’s Wrong
With American Evangelical
Christianity.” 
A presentation based on Warren Cole
Smith’s book, A Lover’s Quarrel With
the Evangelical Church. 

A movie recommendation

THE LAST
STATION

– Now showing in Atlanta —

As fascinating, turbulent and
conflicted as Tolstoy himself,

“The Last Station” is a cinematic
tour de force and a thought-
provoking meditation on one

man’s search for spiritual
fulfillment in pre-revolutionary

Russia.
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crisis, and as a culture
deteriorates it corrupts
everything and (to some extent)
everyone in it. 

What is precipitating the
culture war today is a lot of bad
philosophy and bad theology –
including a lot of erroneous
notions about God, human
nature, morality, education, and
the proper role of government.
The consequences of bad
philosophy and theology are
severe. History is clear that
whatever is intellectually
respectable becomes, over time,
socially acceptable and
culturally normative.

The Areopagus can help. As
an apologetics-based ministry
that challenges Christians to
develop a wholistic approach to
discipleship, the mission of the

Areopagus is to inform and
equip Christians to understand
the issues of our day and to
proactively engage our society
with the transforming truth of
Jesus Christ in accord with the
principles and practices of a
Biblical Christian worldview. 

I thank God that you
understand this, and I
appreciate your ongoing
involvement in this ministry.
These are exciting times in
which to live. We have a great
opportunity – as well as a great
responsibility – to utilize our
time, our energy and our
resources as effectively as
possible for the sake of
expanding the community of
Christ here on earth – and
particularly, here in the
Atlanta area. 

Dr. Jefrey Breshears
teaches “A History of

Christianity in America”

Dr. Charles Thaxton
critiques the film,

“Darwin’s Dilemma”

Bruce Phillips
leads a forum
discussion of
“Darwin’s
Dilemma”

Dr. Mike Licona
presents
“Reflections on the
Debate Wars”


